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BATTALION CHIEF LAKIOTES: Today's date is 

December 27, 2001. The time is approximately 1220 

hours. My name is Battalion Chief Art Lakiotes. 

Safety Command, New York City Fire Department. 

Q. I'm conducting an interview with? 

A. Fred Marsilla, Firefighter first grade. 

Q. Ladder 149. Regarding the events of 
September 11, 2001. Fred, if you would just take me 
through your day as the events unfolded for you and 
your experience of that day. 

A. Okay. As I recall, I was just about to 
finish my 24 tour, when we were watching TV, and saw 
the first plane hit, reports of it, and they didn't 
know what it was and the tour to come on wasn't 
supposed to be coming in that day because of 
educational day, so I had to wait until 9 o'clock to be 
relieved. Actually 9 o'clock came around and we were 
out of service at the time. I believe the second plane 
hit a little after nine, 9:03 or so. Being that we 
were all off duty technically, we had the response 
ticket saying that we were off duty. 

Second plane hits and everyone is still 
here. We couldn't believe what we were seeing. 


Immediately our Lieutenant called over to the Chief and 
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asked him if we were going to be in service or not. 

The Chief actually told him no, stay out of service. 

At that reply, Lieutenant told him no way, we are going 
to be in service, I'm calling dispatch to tell them we 
are going to stay in service. We did that and 
immediately after, we told the dispatcher, they sent us 
down to the mustering station at the Battery Tunnel. 

We were like 7th to arrive there. They sent 5 units 
across. The last unit I don't believe made it 

through. I think it was 228. They had closed it due 
to reports of a collapse. 

As we looked in horror, the first one came 
down and that's probably what it was that caught them 
in there, much to our disbelief. We couldn't believe 
that this was happening obviously. No one could. 

At this point, the Chief sent a few companies 
inside to help them, help get some of the civilians out 
that were stuck in the tunnel. They told us and the 
companies behind us start mustering at the Brooklyn 
Bridge. We went over there and were the first on the 
bridge. The amount of people that were coming over 
that bridge covered in debris was really an incredible 
Sight. 


Second one comes down at this point. They 
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sent us over immediately after it comes down. We 
muster, originally I believe at Church and Chambers. 
Actually, let me see what street I came over the tunnel 
with. I believe that was Chambers and Church. 

Perfect. Originally it was Chambers and Church. Then 
they sent us all the way down to Chambers and West, 
right by the Manhattan complex there. 

Q. Stuyvesant High School, the big white bridge 
that's there? 

A. Right. 

Q. Yes. 

A. Is that Manhattan Community College also? 

Q. I think Manhattan Community College is on the 
east side and Stuyvesant High School is on the west 
side. 

A. Right. That's where they sent us. We all 
took our gear and prepared to do what we had to do. 
Had a little scare there at Stuyvesant, saying there 
was a secondary device and we all ran. Upon 
reassembling, the Chief sent us down to Vesey and 
West. Upon getting down to Vesey and West, they told 
the officer to man Ladder 12. So I jumped in the 
bucket with another one of my members. They tried to 


supply us water as best as they could. It was very bad 
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pressure. We were pouring water on, I believe the 
customs building there. Customs building, Ladder 3 and 
hazmat truck. Incredible, incredible stuff. 
At this point, 7, which is right there on 
Vesey, the whole corner of the building was missing. I 
was thinking to myself we are in a bad place, because 
it was the corner facing us. But you do what you got 
to do as usual. We operated till they finally started 
pulling people back. At that point they had reports of 
people missing in the customs building garage. The 
officer went down there with a squad company, I 
believe, and he started searching. I followed him into 
the garage area and he told me to wait there for him 
and give him a guide in case he needed help out. 
I waited there until he made it back out. He 
got back out. 
Q. Do you know what officer that was? 
A. Officer -- Lieutenant Stringer, yes. He went 


in actually -- 


Q. Lieutenant Stringer? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Is that your officer? 


A. Uh-huh. Actually I waited at the garage door 


like he told me and provided light for him to come back 
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and he finally came back and we reported back to Vesey 
and West. At that point, they were backing some of the 
units out. I don't exactly recall if we stayed there 
quite a while or not, but I do remember going around 
the Financial Center at that point, the American 
Express building, through the back yard there and you 


could see through the atrium. 


Q. We must have passed each other a number of 
times? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Because I did that route a few times. 

A. Then around that area and then as you came 


around, then you get the other view from the other side 
because it was closed off, that building, the 
pedestrian bridge going down. That whole other area 
was basically closed off to the rest of the units. 

Got around to that side. That's when we saw 
the incredible things that took place and the amount of 
bravery that everybody was taking to try and help as 
best as they can. Bucket lines and people digging. 
Debris was incredible, how much of it was across the 
street. You couldn't even tell the street from the 
sidewalk. It didn't look like a big pile at first, but 


you realized it later on because it was a gradual 
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outlaying of material. It gradually increased in 
height as you went along, so it was like climbing a 
hill, you really don't know how high you are until you 
are up there. 

Q. The perception wasn't real till you saw 
firemen standing on the pile. You could barely see 
them. 


A. Barely see them. 


Q. Then you have a perception of the mass that 
was there. 
A. How deep it was. And how high it is. I mean 


you were actually standing sometimes 15, 20 stories 
up. It wasn't that much of a fall, because there was a 
lot of material along the way. 

Q. Yes, but it was -- 

A. It was just incredible. We operated there, I 
told the officer we should have a designated point 
where we should meet in case we get lost. So we 
operated there for a while and probably throughout the 
course of the day we got lost a couple of times from 
each other, but we always found each other back. Like 
I said, we were probably there from 10 o'clock till, I 
didn't say this before, but being that we worked that 


day, 10 o'clock till later on at that night, till 12 or 
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so. And just running into the other brothers from our 
fire house, guys that called on recall. Somehow we all 
seemed to find each other. 

We worked together for a while here. Worked 
together for a while there. Rested a little bit. They 
pulled us back, I think it was like probably between 4 
and 6, because of 7. 7 was the concern at that time. 

I didn't even hear it come down. Didn't hear it come 
down. 

Q. Where were you? 

A. I was right by the marina. So I guess it was 
a building in front of me that protected me from the 
noise, the rubble, plus there was so much noise going 
on with the machinery and the people there. Lot of 
background stuff going on. Never saw it come down. 

I guess they waited till it cleared up and 
then we went back in again, did what we had to do. 


Took quick breaks when we needed them, because at that 


point, no one was -- everybody was just -- work best 
you can. 

Q. Running on adrenaline? 

A Yes. 

Q. Yes. 

A 12 o'clock rolls around and most of the 
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brothers at this point just wanted to take a blow so 
they could regroup for the next day. It might have 
even have been later, I just remember that time for 
some reason. We all walked over to 6, Engine 6. Some 
guys wanted to take showers, some guys wanted to clean 
up. They had no electricity, no water, so a lot of 
guys decided to just make it to the bridge. Some guys 
who came on the recall went in their own cars and they 
went home. I decided to stay. I just --- I couldn't 
leave. 

Pete and I made our way back. Pete 
Castellano stayed with me. We made our way back to the 
scene. Actually cleaned up a little, found a place 
that did have water. Cleaned up a little, made it back 
to the scene. I believe we started helping the 
companies that were on the scene from the front of the 
building at this time. This point we found our rig, 
which was located on Church and Fulton. So we had a 
good reference point as to what to go to. They had 
operated on the plaza's buildings there in front. 

Q. Number 5? 
A. Yes, they were engulfed with fire I heard. 
Q. I saw pictures of that. Never made it around 


there, but I saw pictures of it. 
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A. Of it on fire? 

Q. Oh, yes. 

A. I didn't see that any of this. 

Q. (inaudible)? 

A. There was so much fire on every floor. Must 


have been a hell of a job just putting those out. Pete 
and I made our way down to the center between 4 and 5, 
and at that point they had located someone in an 
elevator shaft, so we all just, we formed a line 
passing stuff down. 

Q. Bucket brigade? 

A. Bucket brigade. It wasn't even a bucket 
brigade. 

Q. But similar to it though. 

A. Yes, Similar to it. 

Q. Bucket brigade with no buckets. 

A. No buckets, just material. Acetylene torches 
and water and stokes and ladders. We were just passing 
them down to these guys. I stayed in the line with 
Pete. You know Pete, he's got to dig his nose in it 
there. He dug his way up to the front. He was 
actually helping them. He was holding the line for a 
while, trying to put down some of the fire, while all 


these guys were digging this guy out. 
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Around 4:00 o'clock from there, we went back 
to the rig. At this point it's freezing cold and we 
are all wet. I managed to have an extra shirt that I 
gave to Pete to put it on. We sat in the rig for a 
while and the rig wasn't being used. They were trying 
to get new companies in and out of there. No one would 
give us a straight answer if we could pull our rig out 
or not. 

So we found -- actually I think we asked the 
dispatcher, I told him there were only 2 companies with 
the rig and that they wanted us to remain on the 
scene. They said no, go back and be prepared for the 
next day tour. So we ended up getting our rig, I drove 
back, drove our rig back. We got back by 6, 6:30 
maybe. At that point, the guys who slept over, the 
guys who were coming in were coming in as well, so I 
took a shower, shower, the guys started cleaning up the 
rig as best as they could. Replenishing whatever they 
could on it, being that everything is depleted. 

Q. They were all stripped. All the rigs are 
stripped. 

A. Absolutely, all the rigs were stripped. 
Actually, we did have our cylinders, though, so -- and 


our masks. 9 o'clock came around and I had to go home 
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and see the family and appreciate them a little bit. 

Q. Yes. 

A. Then I went home for that day and came back 
the next day for 24 hours. 

Q. Very good. It was a tough day for 
everybody. 

A. Yes, absolutely. 

BATTALION CHIEF LAKIOTES: That concludes the 
interview. It is approximately 12:35. Thank you, 


Pete. 


